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JANUARY 2023 – WORSHIP IN-PERSON & ONLINE
Happy New Year! As you read this issue of The Mountain Vista News, 2023 unfurls. A clean ledger presents itself. Before
closing the books on the year past, I decided it merited a quick mention.
I don’t currently pay for cable television. I don’t personally find it a good use of my finances (or my time, for that matter!)
but when I was growing up, I enjoyed watching SportsCenter on ESPN. I still like to tune in when I’m visiting somewhere that has
access to the channel. The news is often disheartening and majors on irresolvable dilemmas. Sports can create its fair share of
perplexing stories, for sure, but continue to be a reprieve from life’s seriousness. One regular feature is the Top 10 plays of the week
past. Some of my favorite memories involve amateur athletes overcoming insurmountable odds.
I have reflected on 2022 and jotted down some memorable moments from the church year. Ranking them in order of
importance proved a Herculean task. So I did not rank them in descending order. Avoid assigning too much weight to the order in
which these moments appear. Here’s my list, in no particular order:
10 – Directing Junior and Senior High Pinecliff Camp in summer 2022
9 – Completing my first full year of ministry at Mountain Vista UMC
8 – Helping to build the Gaga Pit with the youth and several adults
7 – Leading my very first Easter worship services as a solo pastor
6 – Baptizing Brecklyn Bree McCarter
5 – The welcoming of new visitors and old returning friends to our church family
4 – The children who come forward for Children’s Time each week- shining Jesus’ light; creating a bright spot in my day
3 – Teaching Confirmation class with Whitney
2 – Helping to decorate the sanctuary for Advent (yes, even if I almost went crazy trying to make it happen!)
1 – Gathering together a special Children’s choir for Palm Sunday and an adult choir for Easter Sunday
Compiling the list was not effortless. I could have easily extended it to Top 20 moments of 2022. Your version of such a
listing no doubt would be comprised of events not mentioned above. I would find it interesting to compare lists. Of course, like the
daily news, there was also the fair share of tougher moments, but we persevered. Backward glances offer a view unlike any other. For
starters, I think one sees farther than when looking forward. There’s less pressure, too- having already passed the events being
considered. I liken such glances to rewiring a light switch. It is less tricky when the breaker is turned off!
I anticipate memorable moments to come in 2023. One particular event, I’d like to draw your attention toward- please plan to
sign up and attend one of the small group discussions throughout the month of January around our values as a church and how those
values reflect our relationship with people in the LGBTQIA+ community. You can sign up in the Fellowship Hall or call the church to
let us know you’d like to attend, and we can get your name(s) down on the list – space is limited. A bit of advice from the writer E. L.
Doctorow applies to the opportunity before us. He once said that writing a novel is like driving a car at night. “You can see only as far
as your headlights, but you can make the whole trip that way.” Something similar can be said of the year before us. We do not have to
see every turn and twist in the path or know every possible outcome to begin. It is not necessary to be anxious. Jesus said, “Do not be
anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day’s own trouble be sufficient for the day.”
Choose Kind,

Pastor Phil Rogers

Contact Pastor Phil for an appointment if you need to meet outside of office hours:
pastorphil@mtnvistaumc.org

METHODISTS AND THE FUTURE
Jane and I (Art) have been stumbling around for months trying to sort out what is going on in the United Methodist Church. Changes
seem to happen daily. We know that churches and denominations make decisions that impact each of us, and our personal theology
and relationship with God is most important. Each must make decisions based on our personal beliefs. Jane and I are writing to share
some information to help you make decisions in the coming months.
The United Methodist Church Book of Discipline (BOD) is a product of over 200 years. It is the UMC guide for operation of all aspects
such as plans, polity, laws, and process. It contains a bit of our history, our basic Christian affirmations, and many other things. The
General Conference (GC) is a world-wide meeting of the UMC denomination in which the business of the church takes place. Changes
to the BOD can only be approved at this conference. The last full GC took place in 2016, with a special session in 2019 to examine a
report on BOD and human sexuality. The current language around human sexuality in the BOD was enacted by GC in 1972.
(https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/general-conference-2019 )
In short, the BOD indicates that clergy are not to practice same sex relationships and they are not to perform marriage ceremonies of
same sex-couples. Given today’s world; a more inclusive stance on homosexuality has resulted in an increasing tension in the
denomination. This issue most fully manifested itself at 2016 GC with a special session in 2019. Further decisions were postponed to
the 2020 GC. Then COVID hit and 2020 GC was thrice postponed even as the controversy continued to boil up. The next GC is
currently scheduled to take place in May 2024 in Charlotte, NC.
With time, it became apparent that some sort of division in UMC was likely to occur. Various plans were put forward for peaceful
transition. Names of just some plans were Indianapolis plan, NEW plan, UMCNext plan,
(https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/gc2020-proposed-plans ). An underlying theme across all of the plans was to separate
with love. Because of delays of the GC, some felt they could wait no longer and decided to act. One action was to form another
Methodist denomination which is called the Global Methodist Church (GMC). This denomination was officially launched on May 1,
2022. GMC is most closely considered conservative or traditionalist in its polity and doctrine. Their position on homosexuality is closest
to what UMC BOD states today, limiting the rights and privileges of LGBTQIA+ individuals. So far, less than 5% of all local churches
have disaffiliated from UMC to become GMC. In our own Mountain Sky conference, one church has joined the GMC to date.
Another action taken by some local churches is to disaffiliate from the UMC and become independent. Again, in Mountain Sky
Conference, 5 churches have disaffiliated, becoming independent churches. In some conferences, the number making this choice
could be large. For example, about 60 local churches in Georgia have made this choice (about 8% of Northern Georgia Conference) to
date.
The other choice or action currently being considered by many is to remain in the UMC denomination. By most estimations, the
number of churches in the Mountain Sky conference anticipated to disaffiliate is small. It should be noted that the current plans being
considered at GC have the UMC denomination becoming more progressive or liberal as it relates to human sexuality. You can find
comparisons of UMC and GMC online. Here is a link to one of those,
(https://www.txcumc.org/files/navigating+the+waters/fdtf/umc-gmc+comparison+chart.pdf ). Also you can go to UMC.org or
GMC.org to get information about each. A search for other thoughts, ideas and plans can also be found online.
In our attempt to follow what was going on with UMC, Jane and I read various articles and watched various video presentations and we
have some info to share. Please note that this is by no means an exhaustive list of resources. Rob Renfroe is a pastor at one of the
largest UMCs in Texas, Woodland UMC. Rob is also president of a national organization called Good News, which takes a traditionalist
stance on the Bible and human sexuality (https://goodnewsmag.org/ ). When we read some of Rob’s writings and a few of his posted
videos (https://goodnewsmag.org/methodisms-great-divides-video-series/ ) we were initially a bit stunned by the claims made.
Note that Rob’s politics seem to be in favor of the more traditional GMC. In part because of some of the claims made by Rob, Adam
Hamilton, minister of UMC of Resurrection (the largest UMC in the world) made some presentations to address those claims which
Hamilton felt were in error or misrepresenting the UMC. The video of Adam Hamilton in direct response to Rob Renfroe’s postings is
titled ‘A Future with Hope’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo7dH72sR28 ). Hamilton has other videos located at Proud to Be
UMC ( https://proudtobeumc.com/ ). We recommend that you at least watch the video presentations of Rob and Adam to gain insight
to the debate about remaining a UMC member, signing on to GMC, or becoming independent of both. Further in-depth research
beyond these two resources will no doubt serve you even better in helping you to understand and discern your own experience.

As you read/listen/ponder discussions, some terminology is often used to categorize people based on their beliefs about human
sexuality. Presented here is a brief summary of those categories and attitudes. In 2016 GC, Rob Renfroe indicated the following 4
categories of people in UMC regarding human sexuality:
Progressive incompatibilists – Folks who say if everybody is not fully inclusive, they themselves must leave the denomination. This
group feels that this is a justice issue like slavery in the past. All Clergy must officiate gay and lesbian weddings.
Progressive compatibilists – Again, these folks wish to be inclusive in practice and they understand that people are in a different
place on the issue. They know they already worship with people whose views are different. They feel the denomination is better
together.
Traditional compatibilists – This group believes in marriage between a man and a woman, but have empathy and understanding and
can worship with people of a different view.
Traditional incompatibilists – These folks believe same gender sex is a sin and cannot be in a denomination in which anyone
performs gay or lesbian weddings. Rob Renfroe identifies himself as being in this category.
Two points to be made. First, where are you personally in this classification? Secondly, Adam Hamilton has used these categories in
some polling questions at several of his talks, praising Renfroe for his insight. He found that approximately 90% of people polled fit into
the two compatibilist groups – supporting the idea that the majority UMC could continue to worship together regardless of differences
about human sexuality.
We hope that this overview with website links will help you make decisions about your personal theology and directions you choose for
you and your family to go in the future. Hopefully, you will join in discussions with Pastor Phil about these and other matters. Please
always remember that the Kingdom of God is OK and so are we, no matter what a particular denomination or person(s) chooses to do.
Trust God and rest easy.
Art Hupka and Jane Tago

Small Group Discussions
There are 11 Small Groups, limited to 8
people per group, 3 groups are online, the
rest are at the church.
Signup sheets are on the east wall of
Fellowship Hall or contact the office.
Jan. 4, 7pm (Wed.)
Jan. 5, 10am (Thur.)
Jan. 8, 12:30pm (Sun.)
Jan. 11, 7pm (Wed.) online
Jan. 12, 10am (Thur.) online
Jan. 15, 12:30pm (Sun.) online
Jan. 18, 7pm (Wed.)
Jan. 19, 10am (Thurs.)
Jan. 22, 12:30pm (Sun.)
Jan. 25, 7pm (Wed.)
Jan. 26, 10am (Thur.)

~~~WEEKLY EVENTS~~
Please keep others safe by practicing social distancing,
wearing a facemask, washing hands extra well & often,
and staying home if you are ill. Do no harm. Do good and
stay in love with God.

WORSHIP
In-person Worship Services:
January 1 - 22 @ 8:30am & 11:00am with Communion
January 29 @ 10:00am UMW Combined Service
Online Live Streaming Worship
http://www.mtnvistaumc.org/worship.html
Or Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/MtnVistaUMCUtah/

Nursery: is available during worship services (infant-3yrs).
If there are no children by 11:15 the nursery will close.
Children’s Sunday School: is available during worship
services (4yr old’s – 5th grade), children, youth helpers &
teachers will go to class after the children’s time in worship.
Youth Sunday School: 9:45am in the youth room
~~EVENTS BY DATE~~~
Epiphany Sunday: January 1, 8:30am &
11:00am with Communion
Winter Bowling League: begins January 8,
contact Dallas.
Sandwich Ministry: Tuesday, January 17,
because of the holiday. Bring 4-6 loaves of
sandwiches to church Monday 9am-1pm for St
Vincent de Paul Dining Hall
Host Family Promise: January 22-2 9 at Hilltop UMC
Signup sheet in the hall, see Jane, Jenny or Diane.
UMW: January 21 at 10:30am
UMW Sunday: January 29 @ 10:00am combined worship,
speaker Cheryl Brown
Dear Mountain Vista Family,
Thank you for all your help and support in the
office and in the church. Thank you for all your
kind words and gifts. I treasure each of you!
Blessings, Raedell

Linus Ladies: Wednesdays 1-3pm Making Blankets for
Project Linus, you are invited to join in hemming, tying,
crocheting, sharing and visiting!
Boy Scouts: meet year-round, Tuesdays at 6:30pm FH
Girl Scouts: meet Sep-May, Mondays at 6pm FH
Cub Scouts meet Sept-May, Tuesdays at 6:30 FH
FA: meet year-round, Tuesdays at 9:30am FH
AA: meet year-round, Saturdays at 9:00am FH
~~~INTO THE FUTURE~~
Chili Cook-off: February 5
“Souper Bowl of Caring” food collection: February
Ash Wednesday: February 22
Blood Drive: March 13, 2023
Palm Sunday: April 2
Easter Sunday: April 9
Annual Conference 2023:
June 22-25 at 1st UMC
Colorado Springs, CO
CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children are welcome in
worship and overflow
areas. Children’s bulletins
are located at the
sanctuary entrance.
The Nursery is available
for children infant - 3yrs
old on Sundays during
worship services.
Children’s Sunday
School for 4yr old’s – 5th
grade, is available during
worship. Children, youth
& teachers will go to
class after the children’s
time in worship. (Bible
Stories each week,
sandwich making Jan 15)
See the clipboard to signup
to help with classes.
Youth are invited to assist
in children’s Sunday
School lessons.
Youth Sunday School
Class: 9:45 am in the
Youth room

~~~ CELEBRATE! ~~~
Happy Anniversary!
RAMIREZ, Ryan & Shelia

01/19

Happy Birthday!
PANKOW, Bob
SHAW-URIBE, Richard
CARDWELL, Wally
LONG, Wendee
BREYER, Ethan
HINOJOSA, Andrea
SHAW, Krystle
KIMBROUGH, Mona
DAVIS, Letha
LAMBDIN, Mitch
SHAW, Jessica
DODSON, Kimberlee
FIELDS, Tyrone
WILLIAMS, Jeremy
BUSJAHN, Hayden
EARLE, David
VANSTAVEREN, Kristin
VANVOORHIS, Mike
SANDSTEDT, Carmel
SANDSTEDT, Claire
SMITH, Rhonie
ELWELL, David
HARD, PASTOR, Olga
WOOD, Kara

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/06
01/08
01/08
01/10
01/15
01/16
01/17
01/17
01/19
01/20
01/20
01/21
01/21
01/21
01/25
01/26
01/26
01/27
01/30
01/30
01/30

Please let the office know if we missed your special date!

Souper Bowl of Caring food collection: January 29 February 12, collecting all nonexpired, nonperishable food
for Crossroads Food Pantry. There will be a “football field”
table set up in Fellowship Hall, place food at the endzone
of your NFL team.
FAMILY PROMISE
Helping Families Experiencing Homelessness
Our mission project to serve local homeless families.
Location - Hilltop UMC in Sandy
Date - January 22-29, 2023
Mountain Vista will be supplying food, meals, and volunteers.
We will need a lot of different volunteers to provide dinners,
and to stay with the families evenings, overnight, and on the
weekend.
Look for the volunteer sign-up sheet or talk to Jane
Tago, Diane Smugala or Jenny Sorenson for help signing
up.
https://familypromisesaltlake.org/

~~~GIVE THANKS & PRAISE~~~
Thank you all for your donations!
December Missions & Outreach
513 Sandwiches were made for St. Vincent De Paul! Thank
you to all the sandwich makers in the congregation, including
the Sunday School class! Thank you to Joni for transporting.
110 pounds of food was donated for Crossroads Urban
Center Food Bank in December! Thanks to Cheryl & Larry for
transporting.

Thank you for your financial giving to Mtn. Vista
Donations are gladly accepted by mail:
8931 S 3200 W, West Jordan, UT 84088
Or VANCO online at http://mtnvistaumc.org/index.html
Or use our NEW VANCO giving QR Code

2 large boxes of houseware items for Refugees donated
per month! Thank you to Cheryl & Larry & Joni for
transporting.
Advent collection: 2 big boxes, 6 bags of clothing, 96 packs
of feminine products, 4 coats, 8 blankets, several pairs of
shoes, one sleeping bag, plus items from the Amazon wish
list, donated to Volunteers of America Utah's Youth Resource
Center for Homeless Youth! Thank you to Sandy & Kimberlee
for transporting.
Christmas Eve Donations: $939 to the Love Fund to help
support Family Promise!

End of Pill Bottle Mission
MVUMC will close our Pill Bottle Mission effective Jan 1,
2023
Your donation of pill bottles has been appreciated and
hopefully has provided pill containers for prescriptions in
places outside the USA. Also, your donations have kept
some plastic type material out of landfills. The primary
reason for closing this mission is related to cost of shipping.
We are currently searching for a local recycle center that
would accept pill bottles. If we locate a local recycle vendor,
we will continue collecting and deliver them to such a center.
More on that later.
Again, thank you.
Art Hupka, Missions

Matthew 22:36-40
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang
on these two commandments.”
John 13:34-35
“I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I
have loved you, so you also must love each other. This is
how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when
you love each other.”
Romans 13:8-9
Fulfilling the Law Through Love
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.”

A FEW OF THE ANGELS AMONG US!

JANUARY 2023
Sun

Mon

1

2

Epiphany &
Communion Sunday
Worship 8:30 & 11:00am
in-person & Online 11am

Office Hours 9am-1pm
Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH

Nursery & Children’s Sunday
School during worship!

8

Wed

Tue

3
Office Hours 9am-1pm
FA 9:30am FH
Boy & Cub Scouts 6:30pm
FH

9

10

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am
in-person & Online 11am

Office Hours 9am-1pm

Office Hours 9am-1pm

Nursery & Children’s Sunday
School during worship!
Small Group Discussion
12:30pm DB classroom
Bowling begins

Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH

FA 9:30am FH

15

Boy & Cub Scouts 6:30pm
FH

16

17

Martian Luther King Day
Office Hours 9am-1pm

Office Hours 9am-1pm
FA 9:30am FH

Nursery & Children’s Sunday
School during worship!
Small Group Discussion
12:30pm online
Bowling

Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH
WJ Youth Theatre 6-9 pm
Sanctuary

SANDWICH MINISTRY
Collect sandwiches 9-1
Congregational Care 10am
Boy & Cub Scouts 6:30pm
FH

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am
in-person & Online 11am
With Nursery & Children’s
Sunday School during worship!
Small Group Discussion
12:30pm DB classroom
Family Promise 2pm @ Hilltop
Bowling

29
Family Promise
until 2pm @ Hilltop
UMW Sunday
Worship 10:00am Combined
in-person & Online 10am
Bowling

4
Office Hours 9am-3pm

Linus Ladies 1-3pm FH
Small Group Discussion 7pm
Sanctuary mtg room

11

23
Office Hours 9am-1pm
Pat & Charm 1pm FH
Family Promise 5pm @ Hilltop
Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH
WJ Youth Theatre 6-9 pm
Sanctuary

30
Office Hours 9am-1pm
Girl Scouts 6:00pm FH
WJ Youth Theatre 6-9 pm
Sanctuary

24

5
Office Hours 9am-3pm
Small Group Discussion 10am
Fellowship Hall

Bells of Joyful Sound 6:309:30pm Sanctuary

6
Epiphany
OFFICE CLOSED
UMW Leader mtg 10am

7
AA 9am in Double classroom

13

14

OFFICE CLOSED

AA 9am in Double classroom

WJ Youth Theatre 5-10 pm FH
Small Group Discussion 7pm
online

18

19

20

21

OFFICE CLOSED

AA 9am in Double classroom
UMW 10:30 FH

Office Hours 9am-3pm

Office Hours 9am-3pm

Linus Ladies 1-3pm FH

Small Group Discussion 10am
Fellowship Hall
Bells of Joyful Sound 6:309:30pm Sanctuary
Trustees meeting 7pm Paul
Bergstrom FH

WJ Youth Theatre 6-9 pm FH
Small Group Discussion 7pm
Sanctuary mtg room

25
Office Hours 9am-3pm
Linus Ladies 1-3pm FH

Congregational Care mtg 10am
Family Promise 5pm @ Hilltop
Boy & Cub Scouts 6:30pm
FH
Finance Mtg 7pm Ken
Dodson

Family Promise 5pm @ Hilltop
WJ Youth Theatre 6-9 pm FH
Small Group Discussion 7pm
Sanctuary mtg room

Office Hours 9am-1pm
FA 9:30am FH

Sat

12

Office Hours 9am-1pm
FA 9:30am FH

31

Fri

Office Hours 9am-3pm
Small Group Discussion 10am
online
Bells of Joyful Sound 6:309:30pm Sanctuary
WJ Youth Theatre 5-10 pm FH

Office Hours 9am-3pm

Linus Ladies 1-3pm FH

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am
in-person & Online 11am

22

Thu

WJ Youth Theatre 11am-9pm FH

WJ Youth Theatre
11am Sanctuary-3pm FH

26

27

28

Office Hours 9am-3pm

OFFICE CLOSED

AA 9am in Double classroom

Family Promise 5pm @ Hilltop

Family Promise all day @ Hilltop

Small Group Discussion 10am
Fellowship Hall
Family Promise 5pm @ Hilltop
Bells of Joyful Sound 6:309:30pm Sanctuary
Council mtg 7pm Bob Wood
Chair FH

For God did not send his
Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
~ John 3:17

WJ Youth Theatre 11am-3pm
FH

FH – Fellowship Hall
FHB – Fellowship Hall Building
S – Sanctuary
SB – Sanctuary Building
LG – Large meeting room SB
DB – double Classroom FHB

Want your card included in the newsletter?
Email your business card to the office and make a
$10 per month donation.

Mountain Vista United Methodist Church
8931 South 3200 West
West Jordan, UT 84088
(801) 280-4148
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Worship Services: Sundays at 8:30AM & 11:00AM In-person
Online at 11:00am www.MtnVistaUMC.org
AND
Facebook: Mountain Vista UMC Utah
https://www.facebook.com/Mountain-Vista-UMC-Utah-111354614470824

Jan. 1 - Mark 12:28-34 CEB
Jan. 8 - Ephesians 4:25-5:2 CEB
Jan. 15 - Romans 8:31-39 CEB
Jan. 22 - Luke 12:6-7, 29-34
Jan. 29 - UMW Sunday

